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WASHNGTON — In A polite dis-.
pute over dapgerous secrets, formery:
CIA director, William Colby sti ongiy
disagreed yesterday with.magazine :
editors who. detail. ClA.operatxons'
and Idenliry agents:”, Sy

Colby compared exposure or agems '
on risky undercover asstgnments to

soldiers “being shot in the back b
fellow Americans.”ii 1 ;

Covert Action Informatxon Bullet‘m i
said that magazine's  baming ' 0 :

| in which' publication of - an:agent’s
1' name had led to physical harm, and

namacs has brought physical harm to;
no agent. He soid the editor$’ motive !
is only “erpocmg what we v1cw as,
“the abuses™ by the ClA. - T :

Both Schaap and Rep Romano
Mazzeli (D, ‘Ky.), chairmas of:a:
House Imelllgencc subcommittee
that heard tbe testimony, character-
fzcd it asi"profound disagreement;" |
‘but no harsh words were cxchanged

The panel is considering.varioiis
bxlls that call for the Jmprisonment .
or fining . of people :who , publicly .
idemify Us: foreign. aoents or their
secretmformams N

¥ There is widé support for the b)lls
provxsions to penalize disclosure by
anyone who uses his formal access to
[classified documems to'idennfy an |

a HoweVer the® Jnsnce Depanment
opposes -another’ provision -of the
verswn tbat the: full House Intelh-
gence Committee. backs, saying it’
might violate constimtiona! guaran-
;tees of free specch through its penal-.
‘ties for private citizens using public i
,information to néme a ClA agent.: ;. |

" Asked by Mazzoli whether snpport- l
-ers of the.bills ‘are’ 6vérplaying”:|
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" possidble dangers In identification’of-
,ngents Colby replied, “t don’t think
so L

Whether of not past ldentxﬂcations;

-«

*ecmauy have led to physical harm, *
+ he said, “people are scared . . people
‘don’t want to go to a dangerous as- |
Aslgnment where there are-known
terrorists out there and then have :-
their bames revealed.”, ;r;:':::».’ M Al
I+.Schaap said he knew of no instance

‘he added that if such harm had o0c:: 1
;curred, “the CIA would have immedi-";
~ate1y cal'ed a press conference and
* we would know aboutit”s o ¢7. i
 Colby. did not directly aasert that l

N 2ny agent has been harmed as a clear’

resilt of public identification, but he”
cited various pubiications’. identiff-+
* cation of Richard Welch, former . CiA™,
station chief in Athens, 85 one chuse’;

l'ead'og'to
H 1975 i U
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‘ aymg of Welch m

. Schuap said he and others wuh his

“*publlcanon have no.objection to
:straight” infelligence-gathering by

the CIA or, olher imellxoence agen-

. cies

;. But he added "We b°heve that the
.covert manipulation for which: the

. :CIA has become notorious — under-
; cover officers,and agents corruptmg
;.and bribing offxcxals buying, elec-
* tions Wiall the way to bombmgs and

assassinations, == that this manipula-
“tion does not strengtnen democracy,
“here in the. United States but in, fact
sweakens it." BTN L
3'In that light; he sald ‘his mauazine
conc»mratesv ‘on_exposing. what we!
view s the :abuses of the Western:
imelhgence ‘agencles, primarily the!

“CIA~ v and exposing the peop‘e re-,
;6ponsibie fof,those abuses." ;. vixf i)
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